Intrathoracic psammomatous melanotic schwannoma associated with the Carney complex.
The Carney complex is a multiple neoplasia syndrome characterized by myxomas, schwannomas, mucocutaneous spotty pigmentations, and endocrine overactivity with or without endocrine tumors. Herein, we report the rare case of a 49-year-old man with a paravertebral intrathoracic tumor, a history of bilateral adrenalectomy, and resection of an atrial myxoma. A thoracoscopic en-bloc tumor extirpation with minimal safety margins was performed. Histopathologic examination revealed the diagnosis of a malignant psammomatous melanotic schwannoma that is associated with the Carney complex in 50% of these patients. Prognosis of all melanotic schwannomas is usually poor due to local recurrences or metastases. Although treatment guidelines for this rare tumor do not exist, radiotherapy was performed in our patient to prevent possible recurrence or regrowth of this malignant tumor. Twenty-four months after operation the patient showed no signs of tumor recurrence or metastases.